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nounced a benediction and, drawing their heads close
together, touched them with his hand-cross. A beautiful and
ancient ceremony was over.

All the wedding guests now approached to congratulate
the enthroned couple as they sat together in the yellow light
like Pharaoh and his queen. The ostrich fan moved all the
time over the bride's head, and the bridesmaids, in modern
taffeta dance-frocks of mauve and yellow, rustled and whispered
behind the throne, making large eyes at the court.

As we left the church we were each given a little present.
It was hard and knobbly, and when I unwrapped mine in the
hotel, I found a small gilt casket, velvet-lined, full of sugared
almonds and silvered sweets.

It occurred to me that I had seen a faithful version of a
marriage in primitive Christian times. Like all ceremonies
of the Coptic Church, it had come down singularly unchanged
from the Graeco-Roman world, unvaried by the emendations,
the omissions, and the alterations which Western churches have
introduced into the ceremony.

All pagan and primitive Christian weddings were in two
parts: the Betrothal and the Wedding. I had seen only the
Wedding, or the second part, for the Betrothal had taken
place weeks, perhaps months, before. This is a solemn
business, as the attending priest reminds the contracting
parties. The parents of the bride and bridegroom settle the
bride's dowry, draw up a marriage contract, and choose the
date of the wedding. This corresponds with ancient custom
in Greece and Rome. The pagan and the early Christian
bridegrooms all gave the bride an engagement ring at this
stage of the proceedings. We have inherited our " ring
finger" from the Romans, who wore an engagement ring
on the fourth finger of the left hand because, as Gellius said,
it is connected to the heart by a nerve. The solemn character
of this contract, and a memory of its religious solemnity in
Christian times, is still preserved in Coptic custom by the fact
that it is the priest, and not the bridegroom, who hands the
bride her engagement ring.

The marriage at night is an obvious survival of a custom